WE CELEBRATE THE MOMENT: 


Astoria Salutes the Retirement of the Lightship Columbia 


November 15, 1979 


10:00 - 11:30 a.m. Open House on board the Columbia, 
WLV-604, Port Docks 
12:00 Noon Chinook Room, Thunderbird Restaurant 
Remarks 


Boatswain Mate Chief Jack Blakeley, Officer-in-Charge 
The Honorable Robert C. Chopping, Mayor, City of Astoria 
Rear Admiral Charles E. Larkin, Commandant, 13th Coast Guard Dist. 


Master of Ceremonies, John Palo, President, Astoria Area 
Chamber of Commerce 


The Columbia River Lightship was the first manned lightship on the West Coast 

and took her position on April 11, 1892. That Ship was replaced by Columbia #88, 
which is now owned by the Columbia River Maritime Museum. The current vessel was 
placed on station in 1951 and has served on location since that time. Upon the 
retirement of the Lightship Columbia, the last lightship on the West Coast has 
been retired. She was the first and the last on the West Coast. 


The Lightship is 128 feet long overall with a 30-foot beam and an 11-foot draft. 
Her full load displacement is 617 tons and carries a crew of 16 enlisted men and 
one warrant officer. She's being replaced by a navigational buoy which is the 
third such buoy to be located on the West Coast. It is 40 feet in diameter and 
stands 42 feet high with a strobe light which flashes every 2.5 seconds and is 
visible for 10 miles. 


The Columbia River still has a light station, but it has changed from manned to 
unmanned as technology has allowed the Coast Guard to make better use of their 
personnel. 


